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am yet on the proper track.   I hope at least to bring forward pass-
ages that shall support my opinion in its main points."
This delineation was received with warm approval: the com-
pany imagined they foresaw that Hamlet's manner of proceeding
might now be very satisfactorily explained; they applauded this
method of penetrating into the spirit of a writer. Each of them
proposed to himself to take up some piece, and study it on these
principles, and so unfold the author's meaning.
chapter IV.
oue friends had to continue in the place for a day or two; and
it was not long till sundry of them got engaged in adventures of
a rather pleasant kind. Laertes in particular was challenged by
a lady of the neighbourhood, a person of some property; but he
received her blandishments with extreme, nay unhandsome cold-
ness ; and had in consequence to undergo a multitude of jibes
from Philina. She took this opportunity of detailing to our friend
the hapless love-story which had made the youth so bitter a foe
to womankind. " Who can take it ill of him," she cried, "thai
he hates a sex which has played him so foul, and given him to
swallow, in one stoutly concentrated potion, all the miseries that
man can fear from woman? Do but conceive it: within four and
twenty hours he was lover, bridegroom, husband, cuckold, patient
and widower! I wot not how you could use a man worse."
Laertes hastened from the room half-vexed, half-laughing; and
Philina in her sprightliest style began to relate the story: how
Laertes, a young man of eighteen, on joining a company of actors,
found in it a girl of fourteen on the point of departing with her
father, who had quarrelled with the manager. How, on the
instant, he had fallen mortally in love; had conjured the father
by all possible considerations to remain, promising at length to
marry the young woman. How, after a few pleasing hours of
groomship, he had accordingly been wedded, and'been happy as
te ought; whereupon, next day, while he was occupied at the re-
hearsal, Ms wife, according to professional rule, had honoured him
with a pair of horns; and how as he, out of excessive tenderness,
hastening home far too soon, had, alas, found a former lover in his
place, he had struck into the affair with thoughtless indignation,
had called out both father and lover, and sustained a grievous

